




















vacancy was filled by the executive appointment of The Honorable
Donald O. Hartwell. Judge EHartwell had been a successful
eand highly respected trial lawyer and the appointment was
well received. Also in 1974 there occurred two deaths in
the circuit judiciary. Judges Walker and Gwynn passed away.
Both had been stricken with éisabling illnesses, but in
each instance the de;th was rather sudden. Judge Walker
was the senior judge in the entire state having served nearly
34 years. Judge Gwynn was regarded as being the best informed
P€rson on probate law in the state. Both of these judges
were outstanding jurists and their passing greatly mourned.
Victor Cawthcen was appointed to Judge Walker's position
and George L. Harper was named to the Judge Gwynn vacancy.
Judge Cawthcen is the‘son of the late wW. S. Cawthon, who
was State Superintendent of Public Instruction for many
years, and he had been engaged in the law practice for a
number of-yéars. Judge Harper had been the county judge
of Wakulla County for several years and had served frequently
in the Leon Circuit Court in the Probate Division during
Judge Gwynn's illness.

In early 1976 the venerable ang greatly beloved and
respected Judge Taylor retired zfter more than 30 years
of distinguished service, Judge Taylor, prior to becoming
judge in 1945, had been a prominent trial lawyer in Quincy.

He had succeeded Honorable E. C. Love, also of Qdiney, whd
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upon his retirezent had served 30 vyears. In the interim
between Judge-Taylor's retirement and the appointment of
Charles E. Miner of Tallazhassee, as his successor, I took
over‘tbe Circuit Court duties in Gadsden County. The caseload
was heavy enough to reguire judicial attention several days
a week. There was an applicant féom Quincy for the appointment
and when Judge Yiner was named to the vacancy, there arose
the circumstance that Gadsden County was without a resident
circuit judge for the first time since 1892, I am a native
of Quincy and had grown up there and was régarded in some
degree as a resident, as my mother lived there and I had
many relatives and friends I had known all my life. Though
there was not antipathy to Judge Miner or any other of the
circuit judges in the Second Circuit, I decided, after consulﬁing
with the Gadsdern County lawyers and conferring with the
other judges, that I would continue my assignment to Gadsden
County and also would retain limited assignment to Leon
and Franklin Courties,

In 1980 Judce Joanos was appointgd to the First District
Court of Appezl. The Governor did not fill the elreuit
judge vacancy oy executive eappointment, but rather left
the vacancy to te filled by election in the non-partisan
judicial electicn in 1980, 2 contest developed and J. Lewis
Hall, Jr., was elected in November, 1980. However, his

term of office ¢id not officially begin until January, 1981.
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This shortage of a judge had created a great hardship
in the circuit and we were all anxious to get a warm body
installed to which some of the piled up work could be assigned.
The Governor was importuned by me and by others to make
an executive appointment of Judge Hall so that we would
not have to wait the two monthsrbefoxe his term would begin.
The Governor did respond and judge Hall gualified and took
up his duties in November.

The personnel of the circuit bench remained unchanged
until January, 1985. In 1984 Judge Rudd and myself announced
that we wéuld not seek another term and that we were resigning,
to take effect December 31, 1984. Both of our current terms
were expiring in January, 1985,

Also in 1984, after several earlier attempts had failed,
the Legislature enacted legislation to awarg the Second
Circuit an additional circuit judge. The Supreme Court
in both 1983 and 1984 had certified the need for such additional
judge, but in 1983 the Legislature had failed to = (o W

With the two retiring judges and thé new judgeship author-
ized, there were three judges to be elected in the non-partisan
judicial election in 1984. There was a contested race for
all-three positions, with William Gary elected to succeed
me, Leon County Judge Charles D. McClure won Judge Rudd's
seat, and P. Kevin Davey was elected to the new post, All

of these took office January 8, 1985,
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